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Abstract

Policy Response to the Retirement and Ageing of Baby

Boomers

Korean baby boomers are different from the previous generation as they
lived through rapid socioeconomic changes in their early years. Taking up
14.6% of the Korean population, the baby boomers outnumber the current
elderly population. In addition, because the baby boomers are by definition in
their 40s and 50s, policy response to their ageing is very important for both
their quality of life and the sustainability of Korean society as a whole.

This study consists of two parts. The first part reports the issues addressed
at the 'Forum for the Future of Baby Boomers. Held in a series of 11
meetings, each session of the forum was composed of presentation of 2
papers, discussion from 4 designated discussants and from the floor. Main
findings and issues discussed throughout the forum are summarized in terms
of "labor force participation", "social participation", "income security in later
life", "health policy", "housing policy", "life planning services", "elder-friendly
industry activation". Each subject area is composed of the following 4 parts:
characteristics of baby boomers, current profiles of the related policies, case
studies of other advanced countries, and policy direction and measures.

Second part is composed of 2 research papers. The first concerns the

leisure activities of baby boomers. Based on the data analysis of the leisure

O DR+ n o>
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activities and interviews of baby boomers, this part suggests policy measures
to help them meet their needs for active ageing. Based on the analysis of the
'Household Finance and Consumption' data, the second paper presents
up-to-date profiles of income inequalities across different age-groups and a

prospect of income inequality among Korean baby boomers in their later life.
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